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Tertiary
funding
promise

Uni study pushed as an option

KATHLEEN Jackson never
thought she was cut out for
university.

But in her 30s, she’s now
studying nursing at Griffith
University's Logan Campus
and, as the firstin her family
to go to university, is a prond
role model for her children.

“IfIcould turn back time, I
would have gone to uni
straight out of school,” she
said. “At the time, I didn't
think I was smart enough to
go, but now there are all of
these programs to make the
pathway easier.”

Federal Labor last week
promised an extra $174 mil-
lion toensure more peoplein
Ms Jackson’s shoes, includ-
ing adult learners and those
from disadvantaged back-
grounds, would be able to at-
tend university or TAFE.

Rankin MP Jim Chalmers

said only 17.1 per cent of peo-
ple aged 25-34 in the Logan
area had abachelor’s degree
or higher — less than half
the 35 per cent national aver-
age, “Thatneeds to change,”
Mr Chalmers said.

“Higher education
shouldn't just be for people
from the wealthiest families
or the fanciest suburbs.”

Mr Chalmers said the
money would he for mento-
ring, support, and other
specialised programs.

Griffith University man-
ager for student equity, out-
reach and transition Kwan
Borden, said the programs
were about raising aspira-
tions for university study, so
people could see university
study as an option.

“The programs are really
about raising aspirations for
university study,” he said.
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Setter at the AEIOU playground at Logan.

Hope for autistic children

JUDITH KERR

Judith.kerr @news.com.au

HOPE and having fun were
the key messages when a
new centre for children with
autism opened at Meadow-
brook adjoining the Griffith
University Logan Campus
site today.

The new centre, operated
by AEIOU Foundation for
Children with Autism, will
be the learning hub for 22
children from Logan and
surrounds. It was made
possible with $2 million

from state and federal gov-
ernments.

Dad Chris Setter said his
three-year-old son Charlie
was loving the playground
and the learning environ-
ment at AETOU.

He said his son had not
wanted to socialise with oth-
ers and had formed some re-
petitive behaviours before
starting at AEIOU about
seven months ago.

“Before long at AEIOU, he
was showing us the door to
leave,” Mr Setter said.

“We have also seen a

steady improvement in his
social skills. Not to mention
he was toilet trained within
the first few months and, ex-
citingly, made his first
friend, which was such a
pleasant surprise for us.
“This was the first non-
family member Charlie has
shown a true interest in.
“This was the most valu-
able change we have seen in
Charlie since he started at
AEIOU. He is increasingly
willing to communicate and
show his personality.”
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Cop runs for
blind golfer

IT was a long stretch but
when Beenleigh Police Citi-
zens Youth Club branch
manager Sergeant Mark
Haestier completed his run-
a-thon, he had raised $373 to
help blind golfer Glenn Nici-
ejewski.

Sgt Haestier said he was a
little disappointed the fund-
raising fell short of the $1000
he had planned but said it
was greatly appreciated.

Mr Niciejewski went to
Perth this week to compete
in the Blind WA Open. Win-
ners in the fundraising draw
were announced at Meadow-
brook Golf Club

Professor in
Griffith role

GRIFFITH University has
appointed Professor Caro-
lyn Evans as the universi-
ty’'s mnext
Vice Chan-
cellor and
President.

Vice Chancellor (Graduate
and International) and
Deputy Provost at Mel-
bourne. She has a doctorate
from Oxford University
where she was a Rhodes
Scholar. She won the Ful-
bright Senior Scholarship.

Good
to hear

Hearing care from
audiology professionals

Now open at Specsavers

Loganholme

Book your FREE* 15 minute
hearing check today

Just like we do for your eyes, we can now give you expert care and advice for your ears.

specsavers.com.au/hearing

Visit Specsavers Specsavers Loganholme:
Logan Hyperdome (Next to the Food Court) 3806 4728

Specsavers ) Audiology

*This 5 a 15 minute appairmment. If further westing is required in a konger
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